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A CON\/ERSATION WITH

EDDY BITTON

Meet the man 1sible for the look of many restaurants in the 805 and beyond.




I'M SITTING INSIDE TRATTORIA FARFALLA, located ar The
Promenade in Westlaike "..i”.l_I_'J.. eveing the concentric rings of
copper screens around the light fxture over my booth dressed
in chocolate-brown leather, While waiting for the restaurant’s
destgner to arrive and join me. | admire ks handiwork: thack

wooden flooning made from reclumed planks broughe over

1

from France, On the back wall, a |,|:-||.|l_:_| ol wooden LTS

{usedd Tor fabric PrANTINE) are SErung Loy ther with wire, Thes
warm natural matenals mesh well with the very modern mur
TS, bironzed 1o an almost=-hlack finish, that slant diown from th
cething over the e kitchen,

The guy who browghn this scene to life (it's loud and festive
in here 1lr|'||_;_ﬂ||, fromm the CEnty |-l.||| tables i the |1|":I.|':_l_1| ATea
tii the |||';_'.|:|| outdoor furnsture on the rented juitice) '~|1|'l*-
ACToss from me.

Fady Bitvon looks nothing like

into 1||i' AT

o desipn guru, His large frame
betravs no bt of AT
or sclf-importance. Theres no
gel i his haoe amd nothing on
him is pierced. He's not wearing
anything overly styhzed., Plos,

| ‘||'.‘. Il‘ll .'I.I'LI.I|-.E

design warld

he's smlinge

Cleaver of tha
Bittem's background s as solid
as he is: 17 years with one design

firm betore lanching  Bitton

Dresign Grroup i Agoura Hills

i 2000, Meow he bas o ostall of

12 “extremely talemed people” Opposite page: Designer Eddy

Bitton loves his work. =1 design
[restaurants]: | frequent them: |
love them.” This page: Pub tables
surround the bar at Trattoria
Farfalla, which has a mightly happy
hour from 4 ta 7 p.m. (top). Bitton
also designed the dining room

at Safire in Camarillo [above).

(in his words), which allows his
group 1o provide services rang
g from architecture o interion
decorating. His client hist reads
like a dining guide: Salire in
Camarillo, Shave It in Thousand
(aks, Bandhits' Grill & Bar in Thousand ( ks, Grranville Casual
Gourmet Cales in Burbank and Glendale, The Habit Burger
Girlls, and Buth's Chrs Steakbouse in Santa Barbara, to name o
few. Binton considers himself fortunate to be able to focus on eating
establishments exclusively, OF restaurams he savs, “1 design them: |
frequent them; | love them.”

The osvners of Trattoria Fartalla, John Borgheto and chet Santino
Coccia, approached Bitton o design thas, their third restaurant,
Ciallerte Bar & Grill in Westlake Village and Trattoria Farfalla on
|‘||||!|||Fl\r _II|_\.< TRLIE 11 | II|. ATE TNNCETE -\..l‘!ll..ll \]J.lt.l"-. I.[ I\.Illl'l.llil [in ‘-tl"".ll
them how we could get the design eovironment to live up to the
quality of the food,” Biton wold me as we scooped up fresh mozeza
rella on crosting deiezled with olive tapenade, When the wood-fired
PaERil with .||;|:.:||'||_ mushirooms, and a house-macd SIS called
sfsterea was set down belore us, e sand, *1 get a lot of joy ot of the

success of v cliemts,” No wonder he smiles so much

TRATTORIA FARFALLA
160 Promenade Way
Westlake Village
805-497-2283
www.farfallawestlakevillage.com

BITTON DESIGN GROUP
29229 Canwood St
Agoura Hills
818-707-1908
www.bittondesign.com

I asked him abour o hypothet
cal chent, Du-par’s in the Thouwsand
What i

Fatton Design Crroup for o makeov re

(aks Inn they came 1o
We agreed thar despite being an LA
institution, this parocolar Du-par's

has zero ey AP al, Patton o excited about the hastory of

space, “Its been there for so long,”™ he saul, "bor i could torally b

reenergized. The easiest thing o do would be to create o 19505

.|-_|||,'|_ |'|||| Ilil._|r-\ L0 \'H||-:\_r|a.| It \ll-!-ll|1| hivi |1|l\.r.I||\_'I.I ]11:' il

current materials, clean lnes, and fun patterns.” He immediately

wanted o dig up black-and-white photographs of cofler ~||4'|1\ that
existed i the Giftes in Thousand Oaks, frame them, and ot them
on Du-par’s walls. He summed up bus hypotheteal design theme
by saying, “constantly play with vesterday and roday; make it
chiner for today.”

As he pulled out his laptop, setting it beside a plate of Torta
della Nonna, a creamy and warm sweet ricotta cake with pine
nus, Bieton sand, “1s funny that vou asked, because 1 dud thas fos
Richie's Real American Diner in Rancho Cucamonen, The differ

ence for Du-par's is that 1 would tie oo the community more.” H

prowecded wshow me pictures of a modern diner with Naogahyde

booths and neon Lighting but alsa a Death Star-hike hanging glole
hight and wooden buttresses remmniscent of a Viking ship over the
eounter seating. It was as though someone i Japan or Norway had
reinterpreted an American classic: fomiliar ver new. Ultimately, o
looked comfortable. Like Farfalla. A space o enjoy delicions foad

with Friends who Dike 1o car. W
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